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“That Your Joy May Be Complete”
-John 15:11

I tend to be a very goal-oriented person.
I set personal goals and work goals ever January,
and I come back to those markers throughout
the year. This directed attitude impacts all areas
of my life, whether it’s work, family, or the music
and writing I am trying to squeeze into the
nooks and crannies of my week. In fact, when I
sit back and think about it, I can see that almost
every activity 'm engaged in is a part of some
greater plan or design.

Often this attitude serves me well. With
my personal interests outside of work, it’s ex-
tremely helpful to be focused, because there’s
just not a lot of spare time for those things. In
my work at St. Andrew’s, it helps me stay

YEAR-END MATCH.

Friends of St. Andrew's will match
new gifts to the ministry up to $3,000 until
December 31, 2010.

Qualifying donations are any
"unexpected” contributions to the church.
In other words, if you do not give to St.
Andrew's or do not give regularly, your gift
qualifies. If you are a monthly donor, any
additional donation beyond your regularly
giving will qualify.

Please consider partnering with us
through the matching grant. Your gift will
go a long way toward the continued growth
and mission of our young church.

You do not need to do anything spe-
cial to apply your donation to the match. If
it is not a regular monthly gift, it will auto-
matically apply.

focused on our goals, and I find that I'm doing a bet-
ter job these days of keeping those goals in front of
the congregation as well.

Lately, however, I've been discovering that
there is a drawback to being so focused on goals and
results. Ironically, we sometimes miss the point
when we’re constantly tallying up numbers and adju-
dicating successes and failures. Because as much as
God desires for us to take full advantage of this life
and everything He has entrusted to us, His joy does
not depend on our performance. I'm sure that God
celebrates our successes with us, just as I celebrate
with my daughters every time they reach another
milestone. At the same time, though, we don’t need
to earn God’s love. His love falls on us simply be-
cause we are His children, the objects of His creativ-
ity. Even when we turn away from Him, He cannot
love us any less.
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"Love must go beyond that sort of prag-

matism. When we love someone, we want
to be with that person for no other rea-
son than our desire to enjoy their prox-

imity."

This fall at St. Andrew’s, we spent a lot
of time talking about spiritual practices, and in
step with that conversation, I have unearthed in
myself a growing desire to connect with God—
and not just because it will make me a better per-
son or a better pastor. Of course, those things
are good; of course, I want to grow; of course,
want to be a pastor who knows the Scriptures,
who is connected with Jesus Christ in prayer.
And I believe strongly that good fruit will come
from my life when I am connected with the Fa-
ther, who is the source of my life.

But my relationship with God is just
that—a relationship. And what kind of relation-
ship is based solely on what it is able to produce?
How would my wife feel—how would I feel —

if my relationship with Rebecca was something
perceived only as a beneficial arrangement for shar-
ing resources, raising children, and preventing lone-
liness? Love must go beyond that sort of pragma-
tism. When we love someone, we want to be with
that person for no other reason than our desire to
enjoy their proximity.

This is what I find myself wanting more and
more: those times when I don’t have anything to
prove—those times when I am able to feel His joy in
me and [ can know that it’s not anything I deserve.
In John, chapter 15, Jesus describes the importance of
being connected to the Father, about our need to be
close to Him if we are going to produce fruit in this
life. Then Jesus adds this: “I have told you this so
that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be
complete” (v. 11). In other words, at its most funda-
mental level, God’s desire to be with us comes out of
the fact that this, quite simply, is the place where
we belong.

It’s almost Christmas time again. Advent
began this week. And soon enough I will turn to
the process of setting goals and
then trying to go about meeting
them. But this Christmas, my
hope is to remember that Jesus
came to earth, ultimately, because
he wanted to be with us. Because
he love us. Because he loves you.
Because he loves me.

Merry Christmas!
Kevin, Rebecca, Naomi, and Ade-

laide.



